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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m tov discreet, 

To qn a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

J only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thicves, supercargoes, sharpers, and direclors.— Pore. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK’ DWARF. ° 
| : 


From the Black Dwarf in Londén, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan, na 
—_ 
DIFFERENCE IN THE TREATMENT OF GREAT MEN BY THE 


PEOPLE, 


Respected Yellow Friend, 

It is curious in the extreme tu observe.the dif- 
ference with which the different races of two-legged 
animals treat those who are entrusted with, or who have 
usurped, the wanagement of them! It .is. a proverb 


. in thiscountry, that the more a master beats his dogs, the 


better they like him; and in Russia the reasoning is extended 
to women, who are said to measure the affections of their 
husbands by the frequent use which their lords and mas- 
ters make of the cudgel. Let these instances of respect 
and attachment produced by ill-treatment be settled by 
philosophers as they may, there is no doubt at all, that 
despolism maintaius itself by blows; and. if it cannot 
make itself respected, it can enforee obedience in many 
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countries Where the general indignation of outraged 
nature ought to rise, and free the earth from the de- 
grading incumbrance. Inall the half-enlightened nations, 
what reverence, what almost adoration, dothe silly people 
pay tokings, and bonzes, who would be less than nothing 
in the scale, were they not elevated upon the shoulders, 
and fed by the hands of the crouching slaves, who hold 
a glimpse of them the highest honour, and prostrate 
themselves in the dust whenever the idols approach ! 
The East can furnish thee with abundant illustrations. 
In Japan, thou hast seen a monster who should have 
perished in the midst of the insulted people, pass through 
crawling crowds of servile worshippers, whose hands 
dare not obey the impulse of their hearts, and their un- 
derstandings to avenge their wrongs. Even thou, good 
as thou art, even thou must feel that thy elevation isin part 
owing to the degradation of the multitude; for where 
men know themsely es, they will pay slav ish homage to 
no one. Tam aware that to thee the loss of this homage 
would be unimportant :—but it is the richest food of or- 
dinary despots, and forms a necessary ingredient in the 
compound cause of their existence. 

As knowledge advances, this feeling improves into 
mere Curiosity ; and then the adoration and the rever- 
ence is transferred to the weakest among the women, 
while the men siand gapins by, wondering what there is 
to attract attention, and staring with astonishment to 
find nothing but two Loved animals like themselves 
strutting about in the tinsled emblem of authority! 
That kings and bonzes should be no more then men, 
would not have been credited in the dark ages of any 
country ; htit the veil of their imaginary sanctity and 
Gmatiphtenee has been rather rudely raised of late ; 
and the discovery of the reality has neither been 
favourable to .royal dignity, or _ Priestly impos- 
ture. In this country, the age of the adoration 
of authority, exercised in any shape, has long since 
passed away. But the age of curiosity about what Kings 
and great men can really be, is in full vigor. Hence 
the frantic joy of Ireland, when it heard a King was 
about to favor it with a visit. For many years, no Royal 
fyot had pressed its shores. Kings were almost as strange 
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to its soil, as poisonous animals; and the mere chance of, 
seeing one, was worth something. In Scotiand, thecuriosi- 
ty, though more measured, was perhaps equally intense ; 
but it took less time for the shrewd, penetrating Scotch- 
man to look the pageant through ; and those who were 
not likely to make any thing by remaining to bow and 
gaze, wisely recollected they had something to lose by 
neglecting their business, and went quietly and quickly 
home. ‘The people becoming thus too wise, in ‘these 
climates, to play the part of unrequited flatterers of the 
reatness of their own creation, the Azred flatterers are 
compelled to be vigilant to make up for the deficiency, 
so that authority may be tempted to believe itself as 
much adored as ever. But these fellows make sad work 
of it, indeed. They out-herod Herod, in the folly and 
contradiction of their nonsense; and if authority were 
wise, it would prohibit all the silly flattery which can only 
make it more ridiculous. One of the Roman Emperors 
was so justly apprehensive of the consequences to be 
dreaded from being daubed by the “ink of fools,” that he 
forbad all who were not acknowledged adepts in the arband. 
mystery of decent flattery, even to mention his name in 
their lucubrations. And if the great men of this age 
would follow his example, and prohibit such ridiculous 
stuil as the following extract from that regular pander. 
to all existing authority, the Courzer, there can_be no 
doubt that their Greatnesses would fare the better. with 
posterity :— | 
“ A writer in the Dumfries Courier, who went on 
board the Royal George, while she lay in Leif Roads, 
relates the following particulars, and amusdng anec- 
dotes :—‘ I need not detain you witha description of the 
Royal George. Below decks, you saw nothing but a 
splendid suite of apartments, reminding. you strongly of 
a gentleman’s country seat, and realizing tie idea of a 
floating palace. Ina recess appeared a small library of 
books, containing several popular works in French and 
English ; and on the table lay the pens, wax, aud other 
materials which had been used by his Majesty in the 
voyage to Leith. Having had no private secretary ou 
board, he was much occupied in writing letters; anid 
such was his aflability and condescension, that when the 
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dinner hour arrived, he regularly called around him al! 
the officers—or at least as many as the table would hold. 
Every thing was shewn to us, except the Royal sleeping 
room; and for this omission we were obliged to the 
ultra-loyalty of the /adies who had gone before us, Not 
contented with looking at a plain bed with calico curtains, 
many of them pr essed their lins to the quilt, and their 
cheeks to the pillow ; nay, some of them even went so 
far as lo commit the crime of petty larceny, by pluck- 
eng small quantities of wool from the English blan- 
kels, and concealing the same within their gloves ; and 
altogether the work of delapidation was going forward 
so fast, Uhat it was deemed adviseable to turn the key 
of the royal sleeping apartment. [may here mention to 
youone or two original and authentic anecaotes. The day 
preceding the landing was extremely wet; yet in spite 
of this, numbers of boats crowded round the Royal 
George, huzzaing and cheering in the most eathuastic 
manner. — Eis “Majesty ‘ dressed in a beat cloak and 
travelling cap, repeatedly appeared on deck, and bowed 
coudescendingly to the applauding multitude. His at- 
tendants, of course, ded not like to see him so much 
exposed in such unfavourable weather ; and at last it was 
ingeniously contrived that one of the officers should 
enuct the King for a short period, who being a jolly 
man, and similarly dressed, kept bowing to the visit- 
ers from time to time, and sent them away quite as 
«eld pleased as if they had seen the real, and not the 
mimic sovereign. The same day Sir Walter Scott 
arrived on a well-known mission. When his name was 
announced, his Majesty exclaimed, ‘ the very man of 
all others I wish to see,’ and honoured the ‘ might 
minstrel? with a cordial welcome. When the splendid 
gilt, of which he was the bearer, was tendered and accept- 
ed, his Majesty called for a glass of wine, that he might 
pledge the Sisters of the Silver Cross; on which ‘Sir 
Walter humbly requested that he might be allowed to 
carry home and preserve the glass from which his Ma- 
jesty drank, asa precious relic. The request was grant- 
ed; but unfortunately, on going ashore, the pocket of the 
Baronet’s coat came in contract with a harder substance. 
and completely demolished the highIv-prized glass.” 
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Was ever such havoc before made with royal dignity 
as this? Was ever such contempt cast upon royal gal- 
lantry! What! make us believe that the ‘* mosé ac- 
‘complished gentleman in Europe,” would have shut 
up his bed-room, because his femaée idolators shewed 
shots devolion by pressing their lips to bis quilt, and their 

sheeks to his pillow? Nonsense! I do not believe he 
would have given an order to turn them out, even if they 
had carried their devotion so far as to have insisted 
upon remaining ald night. But to charge this devotion 
as * netty larceny :’—to call these devotionally loyal 
ladies common thieves, because they ventired to pull a 
few hairs out of the royal blankets ! it is really abomi- 
nabie! Had they dared to pull the Aairs out of the 
royal wig, 1 am sure “the most accomplished gen- 
“tleman in Europe” would have forgiven even that : 
—nay, had some beauteous fair, more ardent in her 
devotions than the rest, even solicited the favour of 

eing “permitted to search the soap-suds of, the royal 
barber, to obtain a genuine royal hair, could the 
« most accomplished “gentleman in Europe” have 
been angry? Why are not ald the reyal relics care- 
fully preserved for public sale? If this devotion exists 
to such a degree, about which | lave no doubl; a con- 
siderable revenue might be oblained. Ifto obtain a few 
hairs of the royal blanket can metamorphose the loyal 
ladies iuto common pilferers, what w ould the zhole 
blanket be worth? A_ prodigiously immense price, 
there can be no question; and if the royal blankets were 
to be changed every day, and a suiicient quantity were 
put upon the royal bed, the whole tribe of the worship- 
pers of royalty might shortly be accommodated with 
royal blankets ! . The Chancellor of the Exchequer will 
see wha! advantage is to be made of this hint to fill the 
coffers of the Treasury. He can readily extend the idea 
to quilis, to pillows, mattrasses, and every appendage 
ofa royal bed! Then may the sweet loval ladies press 
their lips to royal quilts, and their cheeks to royal pil- 
lows, as long as their husbands may permit their devo- 
tion to cherish such objects of their idolatry; and, per- 
chance, some fair, more happy than the rest, may have 
pin-money sufficient to enable her to possess a royal 
ted! J need not enlarge on such a subject; but I can- 
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not avoid remarking, that in the event of any intention 
of acting upon these hints, it will be advisable to cherish 
this spirit of reyak idolairy, that the deystion of the wor- 
shippers be not chilled too much; and while they are so 
moderate as to be content to feed the precious flame with 
a few hairs from the back of a sheep, when metamor- 
phosed into a royal blanket, it would be ‘advisable, instead 
of charging them avith petty larceny, for endeavouring 
to oblain the important objects of their affection, to hang 
up a few old royal blankets—no matter how moth-eaten 
they may be—in order to gratify their propensities for 
royal things! It will not cost much; and as the buyer 
of a halfpenny-w orth of bread — sends more into. the 
Treasury than the value of a few fibres of wool, so much 
might be aflorded, even gratis to the loyal ladies j 

But the worst part of the matter isto come! His 
Majesty, it appears, instead of shewing any disposition 
to shut up his sleeping room, because the dadies made 
too free with the furniture of his bed, was so complaisant 
as to appear upon deck, to exhibit himself to those who 
had taken the troubie to go to see him. This was very 
proper. But his etiendants did not like at !—and it was 
engentously contrived that he should be personated by a 
* jolly man !” Now this tagenuity cannot be attributed 
to the ** most accomplished gentleman in Europe.” He 
would neither insult the people by any such paltry de- 
‘ wice, nor would he have suffered himself to be insulted in 
any personation by a “ jolly man.” To have kept 
helow, in bad weather, would have been natural enough, 
th ous a Monarch well defended against the effects, 
could not have suffered much by an appearance on deck 
for a few moments together. But what had Ais atten- 
dants to do with it? How came they to have the auda- 
city to cypose his sense of the propriety of acknowledging 
the trouble taken to obtain a peep at him? What right 
had they,-after having persuaded the King to remain 
below, to dressa “ jolly man” in a “ similar manner,” 
and impose their ‘* jolly man” upon the public, as THE 
Kixc? Nay, is it not a species of treason against the 
** divinity” that “ doth hedge a King,” to assert that the 
people went away “ quite as well pleased” with this 
* jolly man,” asif they had seen the °° real Sov ereign |” 
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~ ° . . a . 4 
iam shocked at the substitution of this “* yoldy man,’ 


for the Majesty of England! What, if this substitution 
should not end here! What if this “ jody man” should 
be so proud of his elevation,. as to forget he was ouly a 
substitute for a King in bad weather! What, if he 
should be so delighted with sending away the people quite 
as well pleased as if they had seen the read King, that he 
may undertake to please them again! And, above all, 
what if this “ godéy man” should turn out to be Sir 
William Curtis? Should we not exclaim with Hamlet, 
—¢ Oh! horrible!—horrible !—most horrible!” Ham- 
let had less reason for his ejaculation, for he had only 
seen the shadow of a King—while here we have the 
substance of a * jolly man,” rising to represent a living 
Monarch, and declared to have pleased the spectators 
quite as well. Oh! Courier!—Courier! What art 
thou about ? After this, it would seem trifling to ask 
how Sir Walter Scott came to put a thing so “ highly 
* prized,” as the King’s drinking-glass, int» his coat- 
pocket? The ‘* harder substa®ce” was the merry 
knight’s snuff box, no doubt; but surely the place where 
he deposited snuff-boxes and dirty handkerchiefs, was no 
fit place wherein to deposit a glass yet wet with the dew 
of the lips of Majesty! But, perhaps, the “ judly man” 
is a friend of the minstrels?; and can accommodate the 
bard with another glass, that may please him “* quite as 
“* well ;” and perhaps even better, if the jolly mai should 
not empty it before presentation. 

Let me now turn from this guzli-hissing, pillow- 
pressing ladies, who in addition to their other merits, 
have lately erected a statue of a naked monster, in honor 
of their fuvourile man, the Duke of Wellington, to the 
natives of another climate, where the character of hu- 
manity is better preserved, and where rulers are dealt 
with as equals in nature, and only superior to the rest, 
as having the safety of the whole confided to their wis- 
dom and integrity. In America, the laws are resp2cted, 
although their judges dispense with the bushes of horse- 
hair which distigure the countenances of the administra- 
tors of the law in England, and walk to the tribunals in 
plain clothes. The exécutive Magistrates of the State 
probably neyer were gazed at as curiosities, during 
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their whole career, except by Europeans; who might 
naturally wonder that great men should be sovery confi-~ 
dent of their rea! claims to respect, as to dispense with the 
usual tawdry means of exciting wonder. There isananec- 
dote told of Mr. President Jefferson, which shames all 
the Lmperial and Royal wit | have ever heard of into 
insignificance. He presented himself one evening, as a 
traveller, at the door of an inn, in bis usu:] warm but 
very simple attire ; which was so little calculated to at- 
tract the attention of those who wish to measure their 
civility by the price they expect to receive for it, that 
an Englishman who happened to be the landlord, very 
unceremoniously told him there were no accommoda- 
tions for him. The President walked to a meaner inn, 
and was received as an ordinary traveller. Some one 
who knew the Chief Magistrate, informed the first land- 
lord what an applicant he had dismissed ; and the mean 
and mercenary fellow ran off to beg his pardon, te point 
out how much better he could accommodate His Kxrcel- 
fency, and to solicit his return. “ Nu,” said the Pre- 
rident coolly, “ I am very well where I am?” How 
such a man would have smiled, had he been told that 
the ladies had bribed the chambermaid to admit them 
into his bed-room, and then indulged themselves with 
kissing the quilt that had covered him, and pressing 
thetr fair blooming, young cheeks to the pillow where 
wn aged senator had laid. his head; and then piously 
stele a few woolly fibres from his ‘blankets ! Yet, if 
the.e were proper marks of respect and affection for the 
Chief Magistrate of a mighty nation, no man could be 
more entitled to them than this American Legislator, 
and Administrator of the Laws! But these follies can- 
not exist under the sua of Republican liberty. The re- 
spect inspired by great men in Republican countries, is 
divested of such dross. Such fooleries could not interest 
{hem ; and they would degrade the people. They are, 
therefore, wisely banished from such society, and left to 
'e sought for in those countries, where feudal thraldom, 
and the absurdities of the dark ages yet find shelter.— 
Contrast the character of those ladies who erect statues 
of naked men, and scarcely bargain with the statuary 


fur a fig-leaf. in compliment to decency : these ladies: 
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who kiss quilts and press their cheeks to pillow, with the 
character of the speaker of the following address, which 
was delivered by a young American female, at the late 
celebration of American Indepentience, at Marlborough, 
Vermont :— 

‘‘ Fathers, Mothers, Friends, and Fellow-citizens, 
“in the celebration of the birth-day of vur nation, we, 
“the representatives of the confederate states of the 
** Union, come among you to join in the general joy, 
“ bringing with us the Declaration of Independence of 
“ these United States, which we pray you to receive, 
‘¢ and cause to be read from that sacred text in the presence 
‘of this numerous assembly ;—thatit may recall to the 
‘¢ memory of the aged, those principles of political liberty 
“ for which they fought and bled; and that it may im- 
“* press upon the minds of the rising generation that 
“ abhorrence of royal tyranny, and love of republican 
“liberty, without which the independeuce achieved by 
“their ancestors, can never be maintained. Accept 
“* then, from us, this precious pledge :—precious to your 
*¢ sister states, who we on this occasion represent:—and 
* more than precious to the inhabitants of these green 
“mountains, who laid the corner stone of our inde- 
pendence atthe battle of Bennington. And when you 
** receive this chart, rest assured, venerable fathers and 
“mothers, that though the father of his country, the 
““ great Washington, sleeps in his lowly tomb at the 
““ base of Mount Vernon ; and only three of those patriots 
“who signed this Declaration of Independence, yet 
“ linger on this side the grave, yet there is, blessed and 
*‘ ever blessed be a merciful God, a generation arising 
*¢ who will never surrender tamely that independence 
“ for which their fathers suffered, bled, and died.” 

There is something in such an address, upon which 
the mind can rest, aad pronounce itself satisfied. It de- 
monstrates that there are such things as rational polilics 
to be met with in practice:—it wakens us to hope that 
reason will one day extend her empire, and freedom be 
generally enjoyed. The guilt kissers, and pillow 
pressers, fade into children who have not yet parted with 
their dolls and other play things; and we may. hope as 
they grow up, they will grow wiser!. As children, 
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they may be pardoned every thing but erecting the 
statue of the naked monster in honour of Duke Wel- 
lington ; and for this mark cf shameless depravity their 
mothers ought to have chastised them well. 

The Americans are considered an impious race by all 
the admirers of the union of Church and Siate in Eng- 
land, for destrusting providence so far as to refuse ‘to 
take a ruler as an hereditur 'y venture, whether good vi 
bad, capable or incapable, wise or foolish, wicked or mad ; 
—and for refusing to swear eternally to believe in one 
national creed, and to proscribe all others. But, in con- 
fidence to thee, 1 will venture to say they are perfectly 
in the right. Nor can I see that it is disé rusting pro- 
vidlence, | to make use of the reason with which they are 
endowed. They chuse those they think best qualified 
to govern them ; and lest they should happen to chuse 
wrong, they only chuse for a short period, when they 
dismiss the bad an/ retain the good. Religion they wisely 
consider to be a matter entirely between man and 
his maker, and they leave the parties interested 
to make up their own accounts in their own way. This 
we are told, is a scheme of government only calculated for 
the American hemisphere; but since it thrives so well in 
that climate, would it not ‘be wise to plant itas a curd- 
aus erotic in such barren péaces, as Russia, Prussia, 
Austria, and France, &c. where nothing thrives—not 
even that expensive, useless, mischievous bramble, .cal!- 
ed regal despotism. To be sure, in the fat, rank, luxu- 
rious soil of Britain, there is no room for if;—the gar- 
denis so filled with native and foreiga weeds, that no 
spot can be found for any particle of the republican oak ; 
and the gardeners assure the people that it would not 
grow, if it were planted; but, at the same time, they 
are very cautious to avoid the celal, Spain and Portugal 
have succeeded in rooting some vigorous and healthy 
branches: and though the sprigs planted Piedmont 
snd Naples were erubbed up by the wild boars of Aus- 
trian, the soil of italy, in general, is well prepared for 
a further trial, when success is considered as absclutel 
certain. France, too, seems bent upon a second trial, 
which may prove more fortunate than the first, since 
the colonist of new Spain, and even the Africans of 
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Hayti have succeeded in rearing the plants under the 
greatest disadvantages. There are some who think the 
tree not worth planting, because the storm will some- 
times penetrate through its shelter:—but surely it is bet- 
ter than a tree which gives no shelter at all—which ex- 
hausts all the kindly moisture that should feed the mil- 
lions of other planis, to maintain itself—which blights alt 
within its influence, but the creeping things that cling 
around it, and assist it to destroy—which waves a ste- 
rile head of friutless leaves over a desert created to pro- 
duce them. America has been too provident to plant 
this tree; and those nations who have been unwise 
enough to suffer it to take root cannot extirpate it too 
speedily.* 

One cannot but admire the easy audacity with which 
free countries treat their rulers. The election of a Pre- 
sident of America for the ensuing four years, will shortly 
take place ; and the following a:‘vertisement, for a fit 


and proper person has been published in one of the Ame- 
rican papers:— 


“* Wanted, not until March éth, 1525, an honest, 
intelligent, and faithful Man Servant, to serve the people 
of the United States, as their President, for the next 
term of four years. He must have the following cha- 
racter :-— 

‘* He must be at least thirty-five yearsold. Arcollege 
education wil! not be insisted on as indispensable, provi- 
ded he has, by his ewn genius and industry, acquired as 
much general kaowledge as did Benjamin Franklin, the - 
printer, or Foger Sherman, the shoemaker, who signed 
the Declaration of Independence, and has the steel and 
the flint to strike out sparks of political truth, to light 








Seeeieetnnn an ene 





* OF course, I speak not of this country; for in the thick 
forest of weeds and brambles, it is difficult to ascertain what has 
been planted, aud what has sprung up spontaneously ; but a friend 
of mine has undertaken to prove that the forest originally was 
considered as helonging entirely to the people, who were accus- 
tomed to plant whatever theypleased, and remove theweeds at their 
pleasure. Should he succeed, and the people recover the freehold, 
they will have enough to do to get it io proper order. 








592 THE BLACK DWAR? 


this nation to their most direct way to prosperity and 
plenty. 

“ If he is not an importer of British and Indian goods, 
nor a slave-owner, slave-dealer, or fund-holder, so muci: 
the better. 

‘* He must have honesty and courage sufficient to ex- 
change the fashions at Washington from those false mo- 
narchical fashions introduced by foreign ministers to 
darken the minds of our leading men, to plain republican 
manners. furniture and dress to be wholly of Ameri- 
can growth and manufacture, more conformable to the 
nature of our government. 

‘* The less he has to do with banks the better. THe 
must have honesty and courage sufficient to dismiss 
all unfaithful and unnecessary public servants, wilhout 
exceptions, 

“* If he wii! expose the false fashions and false honours 
of the duelist, so as to make him the scorn and contempt 
uf the nation, so much the better. If he has been bred 
a lawyer, he must not puzzle the right nor justify the 
Wrong, 

“Tt will be expected that he will not sign a law to pay 
speculators twenty shillings for one pound soldiers 
earnings, which he was obliged to sell fur two shillings 
aud sixpence , nor give a rich speculator one hun dred 
dollars ‘Treasury notes for seventy-five dollars cash ; 
while he obliges the soldier and other laboureisto receive 
them at par. 

‘¢ Hie must do his best to take care of the productive 
class, the Middling Intere:t, because they maintain and 
defend the nation ; and must cause labour to receive its 
sure and certain reward in all its ramifications, although 
the speculator and legal swindler starve ; and must pro- 
tect the 2 orking bees from the sorceries of the crafty 
drones, while they fill the political hive with honey, and 
raise the natien to its bi; zhest pitch of sound prosperity. 

“¢ It is expected that he will call things by their right 
names, and let honest fame follow each man in just pro- 
portion to the good he does. That he will not give any 
orthodox clergyman public money tv convert the Indians 
to creeds, platforms, and dogmas, instead of Christian 
benevolence, civilization, and the useful arts, 





i. 


= 


apes 


—we.- 





ro 


aw ae-- 


THE BLACK DWARF. 373 


‘* It is expected he wili do his best to restore the in- 
dustrious, intelligent, honest farmer, to his pristine rank 
and consequence in society, and that the artizans and 
manufacturers of equal merit may be placed by their 
side, and useful industry be made fashionable and ho- 
nourable, and the idle speculator be no longer rated a 
ventleman, but a vagabond in society, a drone in the 
political hive; and make the industrious, inicliigent boy, 
who is seer, at work in the field, workshop, or factory, 
to be more respected by society, and more sought after 
by the girls, than the young dandy, who is selling grog 
ina store, or studying in an office, with a gown on, 
how to cheat legally, steal according to law, and tell 
lies in the words of truth. 

“* If he has be2n to a foreign Court, it is hoped he has 
not got his head as full of Kings, Queens, and Knaves, 
as a pack of cards; nor those false things that false go- 
vernments have invented to dupe and blind the people, 
sv as Lo oppress them; such as false religion, false ho- 
nour, and false fashions ; nor get upon himself the yoke 
of false opinion. 

“¢ A man of equal merit from New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, or some other state that has never furnished a 
President, will be rather preferred. . 

‘* It is expected that he will bea firm supporter of Agri- 
culture and manufactures, and encourage legitimate 
Commerce, such as will enrich the nation, as well as 
the individual that carries it on. 

“* With such a president, with such a Congress, 
and with such notions of things and fashion, may we 
not anticipate that truth and honest dealing will become 
fashionable and honourable at the centre of our govern- 
ment, and from thence through every avenue of so- 
ciety, and that candidates for State Prisons will scarce- 
Jy be found. 

“ ONE OF MANY.” 

How would such a piece of wit make the inhabitants 
of Turkey, Russia, and of similar governments, stare 
with astonishment! And with what fury would the poor 
ecribbler have been seized upon, and torn t9 pieces, or 
impaled alive, if he had been asubject of his most Chris- 
fian Majesty, or of his nest faithful Majesty, some 
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years ago! The cry of blasphemy would have beea 
rung in his ears, from every quarter of the civilized 
world :—and ’tis odds whether the [Inquisition would not 
have dealt with him as a blasphemer; for blasphemy 
is by no means coniined among knaves to religious 
infidelity. When John Lilburn, who was tried for 
publishing a treasonable paper, during the existence of 
the British Commonweaith, and had the courage to declare 
that with regard to his acquittal or condemnation, the 
Jury were all and every thing, and the Judyes were 
ciphers, whose duty was solely to register the verdicts of 
the Jury :—Judge Jermyn, who presided on the cccasion, 
said, it was a dam uadble and blasphemous heresy, to call 
the Judges ciphers! How much more then, must it be 
htasphemous, to make free with the person of a Chief 
Magistrate—to designate him a man servant !-—and to 
stipulate with him about character and adility, as if he 
Were an ordinary valet! How could nations expect to 
find Aéngs upon such terms! No, no, my friend ;— 
they must be content with Presidents and Republics, if 
they require such Aard conditions of their rulers. It 
would not be worth the while of hereditary greatness to 
rule over them, upon any such stipulations :—it being 
the essence of Monarchy that the rulers should do what 
suits themselves; and of free governments, that they 
should do only what pleases the people. We ail know 
how difficult a matter it is for a servant to please one 
master. How then is that “‘ many-headed monster,” the 
public, to be satisfied ? No King could do it. None 
but a President would undertake the matter, and tiat 
only for a veryshort period. These things will be better 
understood in another age. In the mean timc, we ought 
to be grateful that the Monarchs of the earta have not 
revenged themselves upon the changeful dispositions of 
the people, by throwing up their high offices, and 
ceasing to labour for ungrateful’ nations. This 
would be the proper way to punish states that 
desire to govern themselves. Let them try. For 
my part, I would serve none against their inclina- 
tions, not J. Were Ia king, and my people srumbled 
to supply me witin money to support the necessary mag~ 
nificence of a m@narch, I would lay down my sceptre, 
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and Jet them feel the evil of being without a king. We 
would have no quarrel about the matter. I should be 
anxious to let them see I could do better without them, 
than they without me; for surely a man might more 
easily maintain himself, than govern millions. It struck 
me as a trait of wisdom in the late monarch of this 
country, when I was told he once laboured hard to learn 
the trade of ajbutton-maker: and 1 dare say it was 
want of capacity to acquire the art and mystery of 
button-making, which induced him tv retain a sceptre 
which he wielded with so little satisfaction to himself. 
I was also pleased that Ferdinand, the King of Spain, 
had acquired the art of embroidery ; and I heartily wish 
the Spaniards would suffer him to set up business in 
that line, in which the Queen might assist him to gaina 
much more comfortable living than his unlucky trade of 
kingeraft can give him. That another great personage 
is fully qualified for a foreman at any first-rate habit- 
makers, is a great consolation to me; and in my care for 
the constant welfare of great men, it is with much satis- 
faction I have heard, and I hope the information is cor- 
rect, that Sir William can make turtle soup almost as 
fast as he can eat it!—so that should circumstances 
change with him, he need only step from the dining- 
room into the kitchen, and all will be well again. This 
iS a much more comfortable prospect than Mr. Fox held 
out to the people, when he told them they must remove 
from the first-floor to the second, from the second to the 
garret, from the garret to the cellar, and from the cellar 
into the street, with the addilional plague of starving 
through adi the removals ! I fear muci, that the dread of 
poverty, when be should be dismissed from his employ- 
ment, had some tendency to induce the late Lord Cas- 
tlereagh to apply his pen-knife to the carotid wrtery: and 
I think it would be an act of necessary charity, to assure 
all great men who may sufier in that way, that the doors 
of the workhouses shall never be closed against them, 
under any circumstances, aud that they shail be accom- 
modated as much as is possible with light and easy em- 
ployment. if Lr. Slop, also, were assured that he would 
be no farther punished than being put upon bread and 
water diet for six months, with nothing to divert him 
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but a file of his own newspapers, it might save him from 
absolute despair;—and if Sharpe and Murray were 
informed that they would only haveto beat hemp in Bride- 
well for a twelve-month, it might be the means of 
saving their valuable lives a litle longer. I have 
run this epistle to a tedious length, but the subjects led 
me on inseasibly. One cannot dismiss great personages, 
as surly beggars are driven from a door. Once men- 
tion thei, and their amerits. rush upon me so thick and 
fast, that recollection almost sinks under the load. I 
will therefore conclude by subscribing myself 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


Guu. ao, LL - 





— 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. Maddocks desires us to express his sense of the friendly visit 
aud aysistance of Sir Charles Wolseley and Mr. Northmore; which 
he feels that he should have done earlier, in order to reply as he 
ought to some insinuations against the motives and character of 
those gentlemen. He has also to acknowledge the receipt of 


£1 10s. from the Birmingham Patriot’s Friend Saciety, through 
the hacds of Mr. Lakius. 


Norrsern Unioy.—It is with much satisfaction we learn that 
the branches of this institution are increasing considerably. Mr, 
Hunt, ina late number of his Memoirs, maguanimously offered to 
resigu all pretensions to the honour of being the first object in 
whose person the experiment should be tried. This offer, of course, 
will not necessarily prevent the Union from selecting that gentle- 
man ; butit is a proper reply to those insinuations that it was a 
scheme devised to gratify his personal ambition, or to forward his 
peculiar interests. We trust those petty jealousies, and idle dis- 
sentions, will beso discouraged by the good senec of the public, 
as to be entirely destroyed. We would agai: repeat the test of 
utility to the cause of Reform, which we offered at the Birming- 
ham Assembly at our liberation ; ** To know what a man I8, look 
“at what he is doing. If he is quarrelling with his friends, instead 
‘* of combatting his enemies, he is not worth much either asa 
« leader, or asa soldier in the cause of reform.” 


The new Marriage Act is above our comprehension : but we 
mean to look at it next week. 


The ‘“ Exquiry, showiag that the Clergy of the Church of Eng} 
land and Ireland, are paid wore money than ali the Clergy of the 
whole Christian world,” may be had of all the venders of this Pub- 
livation, price 3d. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. CXI. 
eT ee 


“My Masters of Misruie! 1 have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Ox.p Pouay. 


660. Ah! little think the gay licenticus proud, 

Whom pleasure, power, and affluence surround, 
They who their thoughtless hours in giddy mirth 
And wanton, often cruel, riot waste ;— 

r: Ah, litte think they, while they dance along, 
How many feel, this very moment, death, 
Aud ail the sad variety of pain :— 
How many sink inthe devouring flood, 
Or more devouring flame ;—- -how many bleed, 


) By shameful variance betwixt man and man,— 
How many piue in want, and dungeon glooms— 
Shut from the common air, and common use 


Of their own limbs; how many drink the cup 
Of baleful grief, or eat the Litter bread of miuisery -— 
Sore piere’d by wiatry winds, 
How many shrink into the sordid hut 
Of cheerless poverty :—how many shake 
With all the fiercer tortures of the mind, 
Unbounded passion, madness, guilt, remorse ; 
Whence tumbling headlong trom the height of life, 
They furnish matter for the tragic muse! 
Even in the vale where wisdom loves to dwell, 
With, friendship, peace, and contemplation join’d, 
How many rack’d with honest passions droop 
In deep retir’d distress—how many stand 
Around the death-bed of their de arest. friends 
Aud point the parting anguish !—Thought, fond Man 
Of these, and ail the thousand nameless ills, 
That one incessant struggle render life, 
One scene of toil, of suffering, and of fate,— 
Vice in his high career would stand appall'd, 
And heedess rambling Impulse learn to think ; 
The conscious heart uf Charity would warm. 
And her wide wish Benevolence dilate; 
The social tear would rise, the social sigh ; 
And into clear perfection, gradual bliss 
Refining still, the social passions work. 
Jumes Thomson: Hinier, 1720. 
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661. The Bigot is the same in respect of the other world, az 
the covetous man is in respect of this; and both their good 
qualities proceed from the same principles and appetites in na- 
ture. He iscovetous for the good things in the kingdom of 
heaven, as the other is for them here; aud both take much the 
same way to getthem. They both contemn wise men, becavse 
wise men contemn them; their despising the vanities of the 
world, saves money; their condemning the modest pleasures of 
life, gratifies their sour and censorious temper; their living 


cloistered and retired lives, feeds natural melancholy; and the 


former hopes to carry Heaven (which the other does not trou- 
ble himself aboui) by singing songs upon earth, by being per- 
fectly useless to socicty, and good for no one thing i in the worl. 
This sort of creature isthe tool for knaves to work with, and is 
made use of to serve their interests whilst he intends only to 
pursue hisown, He is made to believe that kingdoms, :.if- 
mtely preterable to those of this world, are to be gained by the 
manuer of cutting his corns, or by forms, factions, habits, pos- 
tures, cringes, and crimaces, by using a rote of words, or by 
useless specalations and daneing ¢ after idle haray gues, and al- 
ways by being an implacable enemy and a furious adversary to 
all who have generous and beneficent affections towards their 
own species. He values opintons like rotten cheese, in propor. 
tion as they are old; and is more concerned for peoples believ- 
ing right, than for their doing right. He thinks that the way to 
show our cratitude to God, is to refuse his gifts: and believes 
truth the more sacred, the less it is understood ; and nothing 
worthy to be called faith, but what is absurd to reason, and 
contradicts all the principles of science, He is a fast friend to 
every thing that looks like a mvsiery; thinks common sense too 
common, and sublime nonsense to be always a proof of inspi- 
mMtion, He measures virtue and vice, right and wrong, not by 
the interests of mankind, but by seanty and partial Tul es, In- 
veated by pedants and hypocrites, and catculated chiefly for 
their own benefit. Ele. is a friend to no man, and all his 
thoughts and speculations are above hunanity aud social plea- 
sures, aud all the frail thiugs of this world ; and so he keeps all 
his money to himself, and at last perhaps starves his friends end 
family, to leave it to such wretches as himself, not ont of kind. 
Hess ‘sl them, but to receive ample repayment where ne is 
going.—Jehkn Trenchard. Cato’s Letters (No.417) U7 


(62. There is, ina certain diocese of this nation, a living 
worth about 6002. per ann. This, and two or three more pre- 
#esments, maintain the doctor in becoming ease and corpulency, 
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ie keeps @ chariot in town, and a journeyman in the country ; 
and his curate and hiscoach horses are his equal drudges, saving | 
that the four-legged cattle are better fed and have sleeker Cas- 
socks than his spiritual drayborse. The Doctor goes down once 
4 year to sheer his flock and fill his pockets, or in other words, 
to receive the wages of his embassy; and then sometimes of an 
afternoon, (if his belly do not happen to be too full,) he voucli- 
safes to mount the pulpit, and to instruct his people in the 
greatness of lis character and his dulness. ‘This composes the 
whole parish to rest: but the Doctor one day denouncing him- 
self the Lord's Ambassador with greater tire and loudness than 
could bave been reasonably expected from him, it roused a 
clown of the congregation, who wak'd his next neighbour-—with, 
* Do's) lear, Yom! do’st hear? ‘Aye, said Tom, yawning, 
* what does he say?? ‘Say,’ answered the other, ‘he says a 
* plaguy lie, to be sure. He ‘SAYS as how, as how he is the Lord’s 
: Humbassandor, but I think he is more rather the Lord’s Re- 
‘eviver General, for he never comes but to take money.’- 
Thomas Gordon. A modest “Apology for Parson Alberoni. 
1719. | 


663, The Turks tell their people of a heaven where there is 
sensible pleasure, but of a hell where they shall suffer they do 
not know what. ‘Tbe Christians quite invert this order, they 
tell us of a hell where we shall feel sensible pain, but of a heaven 
where we shall enjoy we cannot tell what.—Juln Selden. Table 
faliz, Lossy. 


664. Phey that soar too high, often fall hard; which makes 
a low and level dwelling preferable. The tallest trees are most 
in the power of the winds, and ambitious men, of the blasts of 
fortune; they are most seen and observed, and most envied ; 
wast quiet, but most talked of, and not often to their advantage. 
Lhose builders liad need of a good toundation, that lie so much 
exposed to weather. Good works area rock that will support 
their credit: but il ones—a sandy foundation that yields to 
calamities ; and truly they ought to expect no pity in their fall, 
who when in power bad no bowels for the uulappy. [Ambition 
is} the worst of distempers, always craving and thirsty, restless 
aud fated: a perfect delirium in the mind, insufferable in suc- 


cess, aud in disappointments most reyel ugeful, —Some Fruits of 
Selituce (7th Ldif.) 1718" 
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665. I must upon this occasion say, [the author is speaking 
of the dissolute Pope Leo the Tenth,] that this blending of the 
temporal with the ecclesiastical niet vin the same pers on, Is 
generally the bane of the evangelical $111 it. lis combination 
had wit among the Pagans, and was not u scicaeltenaths to the 
temporal splendour of religion. It most commonly serves thie 
same ends in Christianity ; but produces au extreme corruption 
of mavners. The ecclesiastical character ought to prevai il and 
be predominant, since the other dignity is only an accessary , 
and yet it is almost always swallowed up by its colleague. The 
joing these two tog ether, is like the joining a dead carcass to 
a living body,—a fatal conjunction, where the dead communi 
cates ts stenc h tothe living body, and recelves tio vital 5 ened 
from it. ‘The world, the flesh, the weak part, draws after it 
the resolutions and good purposes, just as in a_ syllos gis, the 
weakest of the premises is the rule of the enalne "here 
goes a pleasan® story of a German clown, who being at wort 
in his fields, saw his Bishop pass by, attended by a train more 

becoming a-Peer than © ne who calls himself the successor on 
deputy of an n Apo: tle; aud being ashy scandalized at the spec 

tacle, be could net forbear lat ugh ng, and laughed so loud that 
the rev, gentleman would needs know the reason of it. ‘The 
clown auswered in his natural way,—thatis, asa true and plain 
person,—‘ | laugh wi hen I think of St. Peter and St. Paul, and 
‘see you in such an equi page. © How is that?’ said the Bishop. 
‘Do you ask how?’ says the fellow ;--* ‘They were iil-advised 
‘towalk on foot tn roughout ihe world, when they were thie 
‘heads of the Christian Church, and Lieuteuants of Jesus 
‘ Christ—the Kiig of Kings; and thou, who art only our 
‘Bishop, goest so well m ounted, and hast such a train of 
‘ hectors, that thou resemblest more a Peer of the realm than « 

‘pastor of the Chureb. Vo this his Reverence rephed, ‘ But, 
‘my friend, thou dust not consider, that [am both a Couns 

‘anda Baron as well as thy repetis At which the rustic 
laughed more than before: and the Bishop asking bimi the 
reason of it, he answered :—‘ Sir, when the Count and Baron 
shall be in heil, where will the Bishop be?’ This coufounded 
the Rigat Reverend, who proceeded on his journey without aa 
swering aword.— Peter Bayle. Critical Dictionary. 1O6Oo7 
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THE POOR’S LAWS. 


Sees eee 


It appears to be one of the favourite objects of our 
present race of opulent political economists, to endea- 
vour lo get rid of the poor laws in England ; instead of 
exten: ling them, as in all justice they ought to be, to 
ireland and to Scotland. In the latter country, indeed, 
there are poor laws; but we are led to understand by 
Mr. James Macphail, who has paid much attention to 
ihe subject, that they are not much regardei. We did 
intend to have noticed the remark of Mr. Hume, in the 
debates on the distress of Ireland, when it was recom- 
mended to introduce a poor’s rate there, that, ‘* he would 
* refer to Scotland, where no poor laws existed, and 

“ where none of the scenes which were then passing in 
*‘ Jreland were ever exhibited :”—and he added, “ that 

“he hoped the poor laws would never be introduced 
“ into Ireland, and that they would speedily be removed 
‘* from this countr y; for he considered them the greatest 
‘* nuisance that ever existed.” As it regards Scotland, 
there is some inaccuracy in this statement. Scotland 
has her poor laws; for anact of James the Fourth of that 
country, which remains unrepealed, is quoted by Mr. 
Macphail, as containing the following clause :— 

“ And, therefore, according to the : number of the poor, 
to consider, what this needful subsistence will extend to ; 
and the good discretion of the said Provosts, Bailies, and 
Judges in all parishes, and such as they shall call to 
them to that effect, to tax and stent the whole inhabi- 
tants within the parish, according to the estimation of 
their substance, without exceplion of persons, to such 
like charge and contribution as shall be thought expe- 
dient and sufficient to sustain the said poor people. And 
the names of the inhabitants rated, together with their 
taxation, shall be registered; and at “their discretion they 
shall appoint Overseers and Collectors, in every burgh, 
town, and parish, for the whole year, ‘for the collecting 
and receiving the said portion. “And the Stewards and 
Bailies of Rezalities , and their Bailies overall the realm, 
and their Deputies, shall see this present Act put in due 
execution in all points within their jurisdictions, respec- 
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lively, as they shall answer to God and our sovereign 
Lord thereupon.” 

This Act is entitled—an Act to prevent the poor “ap 
being distressed for food or cloathing ; and, in effect, 1 
intended to secure them as effectually from such ane 
tions as the poor laws of England! Now, although this 
Act is disregarded, and notwithstanding Dr. Chalmers 
contends that it oucht to be disregarded, we have much 
doubt whether the following instances of the eflects of its 
neglect, will be considered as any great proof of the hu- 
manity of the rich in Scotland, or of the justice of leaving 
the destitute at their mercy. 

“The following is copied from a Report of a Com- 
miilee in Aberdeen, appointed to inquire into the state 
of the suffering poor in that large town, in the years 
1818 and 1819.— Ina place behind the Record Office, 
your Committee found a population of 1035 persons, 
more than three-fourihs of whom were confined to bed 
in fever, and the others crawling about during the in- 
tervals of their rel: apses, the whole destitute of the means 
to procure subsistence, or medicines, and their neigh~ 
bours, in the adjoining houses, in a similar condition 
The whole of the value of all the furniture and clothing 
belonging to these 103 persons could not exceed five 
pounds. It is true, that in no other part of the town did 
your Committee find so inuch human misery condensed 
in so small a place, but in many places of the town they 
found particular scenes of family distress equally afflict- 
inv. In 1819, the number of new fevers was alarmingly 
great. Strong fears were expressed, that if the fever go! 
fooling among the higher classes, it would be more se~ 
verely felt, than among the poor. 3y order of the Com. 
mittee. ? A. BREBNER, Provest.’ ” 

Council Chamber, Aberdeen, 1819. 

‘* Dr. Chalmers, of Glasgow, Who for years has been 
devoting much of his time and talents as a writer, to get 
the Poor Laws repealed, is a mere theorist on this im- 
important subject. He professes to be a mighty philo- 
supher, and a sagacious, wise, politician: -—he ‘blames the 
Legislature for ‘the reculation of Commerce, and for 
making Poor — which prevent oppression die 3 is fox 


leaving these things to the operation of natare:—he is 
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for inducing the labcuring classes to succour and main~ 
tain the debilitated poor:—he is for the Clergy to reign 
as Kings, each in his own parish, to make laws for goe 
verning the poor people in it; and, in fact, according to 
his own account, or shewing, he (being allowed by the 
Magistracy, contrary to law) does so in his own parish, 
by which the indigent are left in a state of oppression, 
and misery, dependent upon the charity of their peor 
relations, and poor neighbours. That this is a true nar- 
rative, | shall prove by the Doctor’s own writings, se- 
lecting only one case out of a number of similar ones :— 
‘ A weaver, put into circumstances of difficulty, in a 
season of great depression, when the typhus fever made 
its deadly inroads upon jis household. His distress was 
in the highest degree striking and noticeable, and it may 
look straage, that no sessional movement was made to- 
wards the relief of so afflicted a family. Our contidence 
was in the sympathies and kind offices of the immediate 
neighbourhood. Anoutcry was, however, raised against 
us, and we felt compelled, for our own vindication, to 
investigate, as far as we could, the amount of supplies 
thet had been rendered.’ This scene took place at a time, 
when it seems, Dr. Chalmers had in his hand 65l. of 
‘humble halfpence, given at the Church-door, for the 
use of the poor in distress, by an evening congregation, 
induced for this purpose to separate themselves from the 
higher class of the people in Glasgow. If the middle and 
lower classes of people understood the nature and utilit 

of the Scottish Poor Laws, they would not voluntaril 

put their money for the poor into the hands of Kirk Ses- 
sions, who dispose ef it without controul. Thus have I 
given a specimen of the * Civil economy’ of Kirk Ses- 
sions in Scotland, sanctioued by Magistrates, and by the 
general assembly of professed Divines, who have no law- 
ful authority to interrupt the levying of compulsory Poor 
Rates, agreeable to the existing Poor Laws of Scotland. 
By Dr. Chalmers, the beneficent Poor Laws of Scotland 
are disregarded ; nor does he in all his writings, (on 
Pauperism) which are calculated only for the information 
of the learned class of society, refer to the laws of God, 
( which indeed condemn him) to try to justify his conduct. 
It is the opinion of many, that Dr. Chalmers had best 
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attend lo the instruction of the people, in the knowledge 
of tie law and Gospel of God, ‘ in season, and out ot 
season,’ than to be spending his time in wriling on poli- 
tics, and about how and whiy the Poor Laws, and Com- 
pulsory Rates, ought to be extinguished. Let him follow 
the exam} ole of Ch rist an d | Lis a sostle 5. 


In almost ai! argument supon this quest ion, the FACT 


ts overlooked. that there abundance of Provisions, 


that there is more than cnough for ALL to eat, and 
drink, and be satisfied; and in such a state of things, it 
must be the /audé of the sysfem, and of the society whieh 
tolerates the systei, if there be any who are able to work, 
who cannot procure food, as the re ie of their labour ; 
and in all cases where society inflicts the wrong, it is 
bound to provide the remedy! There ougnt to be none 
poor, but those incapable of labour :—and if society tole- 
rales a system which is continually making the mass 
poor, the least it can do, is lo provide its viclims with a 
bare subsistence of the coarsest food ; andthe rich ought 
to think themselves bappy, that those who are made 
poor, that they may become rich, will be contented with 
so fiitte as the yoor’s rates provide them. It is the 
holders of property in Ireland, who ought to maintain 
the Irish poor; instead of leaving them to the casual and 
distant aid of English Committees begeing from door to 
door, as they have been doing the past summer ; and as 
they are even now doing for “ old clothes” to cover them 
from the —_ in the ensuing winter: while, “ the Irish 
** pro} pr wetors of lands, i ble MEN, ae n, bishop s 
i and clorguineén, ABSENTEES, a¥e living in laxw: y and 
* < worldly pleasure, ” a suffictent proof that “* the misera~ 
* ble condition cf the poor in freland, is noé caused by 
* the vesetation of God, but by the iniquity of men of 
 opule nce and power.” The folly of these impotent al~ 
terapts to substitute individual charity as a means of cor- 
recting the evils of misgovernment, is weil illustrated in 
the fc lowing anecdote by Mr. Macphail :— 

“ The London Committee announces that the ap- 
prehensions of a faminetn freland are ended, and they 
are now calling upon the public to be enabled to alleviate 
the distress which they say * must be felt hy the pea- 
zantry mm Treland m the ensuing winter, from the gene- 


et 





fHE BLACK DWARF. te a 
ral want of clothing absolutely necessary for health and 
existence. In consequence of this, a meeting, chiefly of 
ladies, was convened on the 23tn day of Aug ust, at the 
Rev. George Clayton’s chapel, in the Parishof St. Mary, 
Newington, to consult and agit means how to collect 
cast-off raiment to send over to the Poor Peasantry in 
Ireland. Near the place of this Meeting, a person was 
spoken to by a poor woman in rays, havi ing two infant 
children with her, and a few matches. ie, perceiving 
her to be an Jrish woman, asked her to follow him, aud 
he would present her to a congregation of people then 
silting fur the purpose of contriv ing how to collect old 
Clothes to sent to the Poor in freland. For fe ar, 7 
supposed, of being committed asa vagrant, and sent 
home to her n ative: place, she protested she was not a 
begear, but a seller of matches; however, having assured 
her that he meant not to hurt her, bul only wished to iry 
if the peopte assembled would hav ¢ com passion on her, 
she followed him, ae he presi ented her to the asembly, 
but she was told by the Chairman that their intention 
was not to relicve the Poor Distressed Irish in England, 
but those of them in frelan d, nevertheless he took her 
name and place of abode.” 
This charity (though it doubtless ¢s charity) reminds 
us ofan answer said to be aren at the Ma dale Hospital 
for Penitent Prostitutes, to a friendless giri, who thought 
it better to save her virtue, than repent the loss of it, 
and applied to be admitted, in order to prevent the dan- 
ger; but was gravely informed that sie could not’ be 
admitted until she had forfeited her reputation ! The 
poor frish woman couid not berelieved in England ; but 
must wander barefoot over hill aud dale with her chil- 
dren at her back, and beg her passage over the seas, in 
order to be entitled to a few cast-off clothes, asa charila- 
ble boon from her English brethren! ‘fhe error Les in 
the systeim—and it can never be reached, waded the poor 
chuse their own law makers, wstead of their being 
chosen for thein by - rich. ‘This, it is said, would 
endanger property. We answer, that it would endanger 
no property Aonestly acquired ;— and all property 
not honestly acquired, ought not to have any protection 
against the claims of these who have been injured by its 
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accumulation. It would be neither a moral, nor a po- 
litical grievance, if fortunes, like that of Mr. Coutts, 
were never heard of ;—but it is a great moral and poli- 
tical evil, thot human beings should perish for want of 
food, while it is spread in luxurious plenty around them ; 
and is withheld from them because their labour is deem- 
ed not a sufficient compensation for their existence ! 





-——_—_-. ai 


TO THE EDITOR. 





ed 


SIR, 


That a polsticaladventurer should be reward- 
ed for his services rendered to corruption, under a bo- 
roughmongering oligarchy, by the appointment to a 
yovernment, almost absolute,ov er sixty million of his fel- 
low creatures, creates no surprise ;—but thatsuch a man 
as Mr. Canning, should be repeated] y elected to repre- 
sent the great commercial town of Liv erpool, is certainly, 
until the mystery is explained, calculated to excite great 
astonishment. ‘This mystery was explained to me some 
years since, by a gentleman at Liverpool, who, in his 
political sentiments, has always been an advocate for the 
Pitt System; and according to his account, Mr. Can- 
ning’s election for Liverpool, resolves itself into a bond 
of reciprocal obligation, between the contracting partes. 
ffe assured me that J was not to suppose that the peo- 
ple of Liverpool in general, nor eveu a majority of those 
who returued Mir. Canning to parliament, had a different 
opinion of his public ch aracter and conduct, from that, 
whic h iséntertained of both, by the rest of the country. 

ut Urat it was a choice solely dictated by podicy on the 
part of those who sent him to Parliament ; and a convic- 
tion that it is necessary to their commerce ial interests, to 
have a distinguished member of the administration as 
one of their representatives. Mr. Canuing, by repre- 
senting such a town as Liverpool, had a consequence 
conferred upon him, whic Old ‘Sarum, with all his par- 
tiality for it, could never have conferred. And the 
merchants of Liverpool had always in Mr. Canning an 
active instrument, wilh the government influence at his 
command, io promote their public and private interests. 
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That this is the true explanation of the case, seems to be 
confirmed, by the rumour that Mr. Huskinson is already 
named for his successor. 1, for one, however, could 
have wished, that Mr. Canning had stayed at home, to 
watch the progress, and bear his share of the responsi- 
bility, in the winding up of the measures, which he takes 
so much pridein having supported. In my opinion, the 
time is not far distant, when that gentleman will be 
called upon “ to act or suffer,” for the parthe bas taken 
in the political drama. And I should be truly sorry 
that the hero of the piece should be absent from the as- 
sembled group at the closing scene. Mr. Canning, in 
his farewell speech to the disinterested patriots of 
Liverpool, conjured out of his prolific brain, a new 
reason against a reform of the Commons’ House; viz. 
that such a reform would be useless, unless a reform of 
the Lords’ House were effected at the same time. Be- 
cause Mr. Canning says, that the Lords have concurred 
w th the Commons in all the obnoxious measures which 
thie reformers point out as evincing the necessity of 
reform. Ergo, the Lords want reforming, as much as 
the Commons. But why, upon this priuciple, is not 
the King brought in, as an additional make-weight to 
the argument, since he has also concurred in all the 
said objectionable measures. Mr. Canning mustsurely be 
upon his last legs, and it is high Ume for him to be off, 
When he can condescend to employ such a miserable 
subterfuge as his dernier resort, and in his last parting 
speech to his friends at Liverpool, upon the vital. ques- 
tion of refurm. Why, Sir, is it not obvious, that a re- 
form of the Commons’ Tiouse, would effect a reform of 
the Lords also? It is notorious that the system which 
Mr. Canning says works so well, and which ccrtainly has 
worked well for him, is set in metion by two or three 
hundred individuals, chiefly Peers: and therefore a re- 
form cf the Commons House, which would deprive those 
Peers of their usurped power over the p2ople’s rights, 
would also reform the Peers’ House, by leaving it only 
that measure of power which the coustituiion has assign- 
ed it, and taking away from it that which is the cause 
of corruption in both. No man knows beiter than Mr. 
Canning, that such would be the effect of an efficient 
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Refer:n of the Commons’ House; but having no goca 
argument to advance, he finds it convenient to leave the 
question encul nbered with a new difficulty, with the 
discussion of which, his constituents, 1f they pt ease, may 
amuse themselyes in his absence. Me. C. inning appears 
to be scandalized, because Mr. Fawkes considered it bad 
taste in him, being a i, aang for the second com- 
mercial town in the k ingdom, to eulovize the rotten bo- 
rough system, in the case cf Old Sarum. lis being a 
represcitative for such a town as Liverpool, is the very 
circumstance which entitles him, he says, to bestow his 
generous commendations upon the nominees for Old 
Sarum; who are not themselves, bir. Canning seems to 
admit, justificd in trumpeting forth the honors conferred 
upon thein, by representing thal venerable re lic of his ido- 
latry. Bat if this reasoni De be & ‘ood, what has Sir F. Bur- 
dett not to answer for, onaccount of his opposite conduct? 
Because, inasmuch as the honour of a seat in Parliameni 
fur Westminsler, execeds in public estimation the honor 
ofa seat for Liverpool, he could have afforded, and it 
was his duty to aflord, a much larger share of commen- 
dation upon the ominees of Old Saram, and other rot- 
ten boroughs, than Mr. Canning. Aud since, instead 
of performing that duty, both nominees and patrons 
have been the objects of. his unceasing denunciation aud 
abhorrence. 1 do not mean to say that this is a ques- 
tion to be decided upon by authority ; . but if it were, 

what honest Enolichman, I ask, would hesitate a mo- 
ment in his choice between the example of Mr. Canning 
and that of Sir FL Burdett ® Mr. ¢ Canaing endeavours, 
with the formidable aid of two Ke dd Lions, regularly train- 
ed sccundim ariem to the service, to scare us from the 
question of Reforma, by reprobating the folly and quackery 
of the Reformers, m ascribing to that measure the power 

a curing disorders of the 110s t mppes ite character in the 
Lody politic. When the _ es of provisions Were so high 
us to place them beyour: Fike reach of the poor, Parlia- 
mentary Reform was ~ remedy prescribed for the evil. 
And now that provision have come down to the level of 
the poorest, in despite of the said remedy, and they are 
in the actual eujoyment of comfort and plenty, still the 
cuckeo note of Parliamentary Reform recurs, to relieve 
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ave distresses of a few !andlords and farmers, who form 
the only exception to the general rule of prosperity 

But if these e xtraordinary andl pernicicus fluctuations in 
ithe price of the prime necessaries of life, have: their 
legitimate origin in the vaciliating measures of a corrupt 


and servile House ot Commons 5 “to what other remedy 


can we look with confidence to the cure of the pres sent 

evil, or its prevention in future, than te a Reform in 

that Efouse? In return for Mr. Fawkes’s surprise, that 
Mr. Canning should lend his support to prop up the 

rotten Boroug) fabric of corruption, Mr. Canning is 
surprised that Mr. Fawkes should chose the moment for 

erecting the standard of Reform in the great county of 

Y ork, when that county has had, by s; necial | Parliamentary 

favour, the number of its representatives doubled: and 
if Mr. Fawkes’s patriotism, like Mr. Canning’s, were 
contined to the Aome circutt, there would be some rea- 
son for his surprise. But as it is, U suspect that Mr. 

Fawkes sees in the said parliamentary boon nothing but 
a paltry and delusive attempt to blink the question of 
Reform altogether: and, in the seutiments of Mr. Can- 
ning, an expectation on the part of himself and friends, 
that the country should satisfy itself with this mockery of 
reform, instead of the reality. We are not however to 
be so deceived, or sosatistied. We perfectly understand 
Mr, Canning’s character, and the extent of our obliga- 

Uionsto him, for the e ‘xtraordinary bon which he has so con- 
descendinely concerred in bestowing upon the great 
county of York. One of the prime ‘tools of the fatal’ 
systema, wiich has brought Englaad into her present de- 
piorable condition, has lately made bis exit from the 
theatre of his iniquities, with the feelings on the part of 
an injured people, which the whole tenor of his political 
career Was so Weil calculated to inspire. Another minion 
of the system, it is said, is preparing for his departure, 

ina styie fess appropriated tohis deserts. Hisdeparture, 
whenever it shail take piace, I venture to opsliee will 
be unaccompanied by one disinterested tear of sympathy, 
or sigh of regret: and he will leave the country, to 
which he owes all he possesses, wilhout the recoliection 


of a single public virtue, to redeem the odium of his 
political life. CATO. 
3d September, 1822. 
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COPY OF A LETTER 
Addressed by Mr. Maddocks, to the Birmingham Pa- 
triol’s Friend Society: and inserted at their request. 
r+ O-- 
Dear Lakins, 

I received, by Mr. Brandis, your kind 
letter, containing the sum of 31. 15s. 6d., being a fourth 
part of the collection oenerously made at Mr. “Wooler’s 
dlinner, on behalf of Mesers. Lewis, Harrison, Swann, 
and myself ;—a.d also the sum of Il. 10s., kindly voted 
io me by the Committee of the B irmingham Union and 
Patriots Friend Society ; and | heg leave through your 
medium, to make my grateful « icknowledgments to 
them ; not only for the latter sum, but, in some degree, 
for tine former ; for if the Committee had not invited Mr. 
Woouler to Birmin: gham, that collettion would aot have 
been made; nor, perhaps, would Castlereagh have 
searched fur the carctid arlery. ‘yom matters of ‘little 
moment, great eflects sometimes take place. ‘Thus, from 
the resistance of a Serjeant Major, with three companies 
vf soldiers to the old despotism of Spain, followed the 
glorious Revolution of that ceuntry ; and, from its con- 
sequences, that of Portugal , and it strikes me, that so 
fine an ebullition of pu blic feelin; x, might have had some 
effect ; and perhaps, a great one, in influenci ing the bit- 
terest and most deadly enemy of the Reformers, to ac- 
complish his own destruction. This Champion of the 
Boroughmonger despots may have antic pated, that, as 
the ponulation of Birmingham had so hi. shly honoured one 
of the viclims of his despetism, the populati on of Lon- 
don might, in a short time, honour another of them (the 
brave Captive of Ichester) ina similar manner ;—and 
with such a procession as London could produce, the 
very citadel of his authority might be overthrown, and 
himself and his colleagues be overwhelmed in its ruins. 
The fallen despot always had a great dread of large pub- 
lic Meetings ; and one of his dearest cbjects was, always 
to put them dowa, either by the iniquitous Acts of a 
Boroughmonger Parliament, or by the sword and 
bayonet ; ;—but he found, at last, that all would not do ; 


aud that nothing but self-destr uction would save him 
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from the punishment due for his offences committed, not 
only against England, but against the world. a 

Having made mention of the glorious Revolution in 
Spain, I cannot help expressing my delight, that not- 
withstanding all the bribings and machinations of the 
Holy Alliance, (powerfully aided as it has been by him 
who has lately fallen by his own hand) the liberty of 
that country seems every day to become more firmly es- 
tablished. [t may be matter of surprise to some, that a 
country whose inhabitants have been for so many centu- 
ries, and who even now are bound in the fetters of Pa- 
PAL DARKNESS, should have burst the chains of political 
slavery, and formed for themselves so excelleit a system 
of government ;—a system by which they keep in check 
the tyrannical disposition of their nominal King; inso- 
much that he has not even the power of a private gen- 
tleman, that of choosing his household servants. 

From the example of Spain, and also of Portugal, it 
appears, that the bedief, nor the disbelief, of Christiani- 
ty had little or nothing to do with their palitical re- 
demption. ‘Though no religion but that of the Pope of 
Rome, is known in either of those countries, yet would 
Vrotestants, or Dissenters, or Deists, have acted more 
wisely, o been more inflexibiy determined to support 
or consolidate their freedom? I[ think aot. The exam- 
ple of America also proves the same important fact ; for 
sa the whoie of the Christian world, there does not exist 
x nation so generally religious, or who are so infatuated 
in the particular tenets of each sect, as are the Republi- 
cans of North America; yet the bravery, the wisdom, 
und the perseverance they nave displayed in their exer- 
tions, within the last half century, to preserve their po- 
jitical freedom, are, perhaps, not to be paralleled by 
any thing recorded in the annals of the world. Yet there 
are persons in this country who say, that the best way 
to produce a reformation of the corruptions of the State, 
13 to free men’s minds from the prejudices, and the tram- 
mels of religion! If we wait till this is effected, neither 
We, our children, our children’s children, nor their chil- 
dren, will ever see, [ may venture to say, a reformation 
in the government of this country. If at the commence-~ 
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ment of the American Revolution, the immortal Paine 
had published his “ Ace or Reason,” instead of his 
** COMMON SeNSE,” What would have been the result ? 

W hy, instead of p: -oduci ing’ that excellent spirit and UNA- 
NIMity which his ** Common Ne nse ? ins spired, nothing 


but distrust, disunion, and perhans the shedding of 


each others blood, would have been the consequence ; 
and iustead of their cbtaining the friendship and assist - 
ance of France and Spain, in their evand work, they 
would, ia all probability, have suflered from their en- 
mity. To be sure, it may be said, that the cases are 
not analovous between our wages war, and their war 
against des potism with cannen and muskeltry. IT be- 
lieve, however, that the elieita would be precisely 
similar.—If a nation be enslaved by an oligarchy of 
boroughmongers, ought that ration first to settle 
anong th emselves whether there were one Ge od, ov 
three Gods, or whether there were any God at all, 
before they made a grand cflort to re move the olizare thy ? 
Ht is quite an absu rdidy. The question with regard to 
tie oligarchy should be tirst se ttled, and all miner points 
afterwards. Atti ick the head firsi, or, we will say, the 
main stays and pillars; and, if they fall, every sinaller 
prop will fall likewise. And, with regard to the Spanish 
patriots, if trey had first resolved to alienate the minds 
ef the people from his Holiness the Pope, as the best 
mode of relieving the despotism under which they fa- 
boured, the consequence weuld, very likely, have been 
the creation of endless disputes and animosilics among 
their countrymen, il not a bloody civil war, and we wld, 
probably, have retarded the revolution fur anol 
tury. 

‘Phere are a iew persons in this country who profess lo 
be Reformers, and who also profess to be liberal minded 
men, but whose uncharifableness and rancour, towards 
all those wlio dissent from them on thesubject of Theslogy, 
evidently show, that they are as much bixoted to their 
own particular opinions, as ever any monk, or pricst, 
was to his creed. 

“In the hope that the people of England will not split 
upon the rock which less informed communities have 
avoided ; and that they will not mix up with political 

tnatters, spect riulative opin OS, OF the subsect of religion, 


> 


ee 
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J remain with the utmost gratitude to the committee for 
their continued support, = Dear Lakins, 
Yours’s, — thankfully, 
CHARLES MADDOCKS. 
Warwick Gaol, August 31, 1822. 


—s. 
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DERRY’S ELEGY. 





(Altered from Burns.) 


Has L v-rp-l met wi’ the deil, 

Or little Van put out his heel, 

Or Hart escap’d frae his bastile, 
Frae torture freed ? 

Na, waur than a’! cries ilka chiel, 
Great Derry’s dead! 

O, a’ ye bards of Lunnon town! 

An wha on Thames your chanters tune, 

Come, join tle melancholious croon 
O’ my sad reed; 

Our hearts will never get aboon, 
Great Derry dead. 


Lament in rhyme, lament in prose, 
WY’ saut tears trickling down your nose ; 
Our hapless fate is at a close, 
Past a’ remead ; 
To crown the sum o’ a’ our woes, 
Great Derrv’s dead! 


K—g G—trdy now may weepers wear, 

An stale them wi’ the saut, saut tear ; 

"Twill make his poor auld heart, I fear, 
Wi’ sorrow bleed: 

He was his Champion mony a year, 
But now he’s dead. 


} 
1 
i 
f 
It 
ut 
4 
nti 
4 
4 
i 
h 
i 
) 


At court he was a lad o’ sense, 

An’ cou’d behave himsel wi’ mense ; 

An’ tho’ he fileh’d awa’ our pence 
In time o’s need; 

We shou’d na therefore tak offence, 
Now he is dead ! 


‘tis weel kenn’d creat Lords hae got 
(For ste has been their happy lot) 
A sinect ire to boil their pot, 
bake their bread: 
"Th . "le st | 
Pha: me ask, and wherefore not, 
liim wha is dead ? 
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We've heard our Laureate Southey sing, 

How peusions are a handsome thing, 

And bless our guid an’ gracious King 
That he avreed, 

Wi’ vellow boys, to prune his wing, 
“Like him that’s dead. 


Sax thousand Pund a-year was sma’ ; 
"Twas just like naething maist ava, 
For sic a cliel as him to draw, 

Sma’, sma’, indeed! 
"Twad hardly fill the hungry maw 

O’ him that’s dead. 











“ His gaping mouth just lke a trap, 
Stood aie tys Open—snap, snap, snap 3” 
And then, he dearly lo’d a drap 
O’ wine or mead; 
He had a most capacious crap, 
Wha now lies dead, 


Folks said at naething he wad stick, 
They said he did our pockets pick; 
And that he G-rd-s b— wad lick, 
Might it succeed, 
Yo gain him gear by sic a trick — 
But oh, he’s dead ! 
Then mony a heavy galling tax, 
He hetp'd to fasten on our backs, , 
And had the art to squeeze an’ rax, 
An’ make us bleed : 
He tothe SysTEM stuck like wax, 
But now he’s dead. 


He had a genius quite sublime, 
He prov’d that murder was nae crime, 
An’ made a speech did sweetly chime 
To that new creed; 
‘* His faith defies the teeth o’ time,” 
Tho’ he be dead. | 
When despots form’d their grand Alliance, 
The holy League met his compliance ; 
They plac’d a sure an’ firm reliance 
On his Jang heed; 
To a’ Reform he bid defiance, 
An’ now he’s dead. 


In vain has Hobliouse at him batter’d, 
In vain has Hume the system fetter’d ; 
Wi’ dirt an’ filth he sair bespatter’d 
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Reform’s fell creed : | 
His speeches shew how well he chatter d-~ 
An’ now he’s dead, 


But a’ his merit, wha can speak it, 

A thumping lie he never stuck at ; 

An aw for shame, the Deil belicket 
F’er fash’d his head : 

But now, waes me? he’s kick’d the bucket, 
And Derry’s dead! 


Oh, had he died a fair strae death, 

By less o' blnid or want o’ breath, 

It wad na been sae great a skaith, 
A thing sae dread ; 

But terrorseiz’d his coward wraith, 
An’ laid hin dead. 


Guid lack! the House o’ Commons now, 
For want 0’ him whet will they do, 
When Burdett puts them in a stew, 
©’ fear an’ dread ? 
For talking nonsense there is few 
Like him that’s dead. 
Reformers now will safely sail, 
Av catcha pleasing, prosperous gale ; 
They say, “truth’s great, an’ will prevail,” 
it maun succeed: 
Sin’ dark as Erebus we wail, 
Great Derry dead. 
The Radicals may crously craw, 
Corruption’s neck bas got a thraw ; 
They now may lift their heads fu’ braw, 
Withouten dread ; 
Their mortal foe is now awa, 
For Derry’s dead. 


Yes, a’ the Rads throughout the natier, 
This crew 0? ilka rank an’ station, 
Willshout wi’ joyfu’ exultation, 
Our grief deride; 
Nor mind the awfw’ visitations 
That laid him dead. 


‘© The meanest o’ the mean will scoff, 

An’ cry, Um glad the fellow’s off,” 

The verra chimney-sweeps will laugh, 
His name upbraid ; 

Phey'll dance an’ sing an’ whisky quaff, 
O'er Derry dead, 
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But yet shall Eld-n, Van, and Sid, 

Pour out o’ griefatorrents flood ; 

Alack, amaist, wi draps o’ bluid, 
Their heart-strings bleed ; 

They roar in weary woefu’ mood, 
O'er Derry dead. 


Lang, lang, lang, may Erin weep an’ wa: l, 

For him oh 1 do ctor'd her sae weel : 

Wiia made her cv’ry nerve to feel, 
Her veins to bleed: 

Wha now will fiog her till she squeel, 
Sin’ Derry’s dead. 

Auld England Jeng may grunt an’ groan, 

An’ stoh, an’ sob, an’ greet ber lang, 

Aw clead her bairns, man, wile, or wean, 
In mourning weed : 

A Statesman will she get again, 

Like him that’s dex id? 


Yes, dry your tears, that rin sae free, 
Let this our consolation he, 
Nor thus, s1e sad, despairingly, 
Our sovrow feed : 
We've thousands leit, just sic as he, 


Tho’ Derry’s dead. 


ee 


EPITAPH. 
* Hear, a’ ye honest, loyal folk, 
’ Great Derry’ s de ad! it is nae joke 
Approach this solid marble bloc a 
Wi’ solemn dread: 
For his own hand did gie the stroke 
‘That laid’him dea. 
He was an imp o’ Nick’s ain spew in, 
Wha all his ie wus mise'v ref brewin ; 
His country to the verge o’ ruin, 
He brought wi’ speed: ;, 
Av’ then he wreught his own undoin,’ 
Wae's me, he’s dead! 


~e wer: Gee were i 
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